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Music Club Semi-Annual 
Open Mic Night!!! 
April 20 from 3 p.m. to 7p.m. 
in the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 


All students welcome, sound 
equipment will be available. 


Students should show up ready to 
perform, whether that be singing, 
playing music, poetry, stand up 
comedy, etc. 


Men’s Professional Attire Drive 


NECC is hosting a Men’s Profes- 
sional Attire drive in preparation 
for an upcoming Pop Up Cloth- 
ing Event to help students prepare 
for the 3rd Annual Networking 


Night. 


From April 10-21 in the Dimitry 
Professional Development Room 
L154 on the Lawrence campus. 
You can drop off anything from 
suits, dress pants, shirts, sweaters, 
hats, shoes, etc. 

For more information, contact 
Joanna de Pena at jdepena@necc. 
mass.edu 


EI Taller sponsors Open Mic 
Night in Lawrence 

On April 20 from 7p.m.-10p.m., 
in the Dimitry building Atrium, 
El Taller will host their first Open 
Mic night on NECC campus. 


They’ ve been hosting mike nights 
on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month at another location, but 
this time is their first on campus. 
Come out and Support El Taller! 


Upcoming Knights 


baseball games: 
Wednesday, April 5 from 3:30 
p.m.-6 p.m. away at CCRI 
Thursday, April 6 from 3:30 
p.m. - 6p.m. away at Holyoke CC 
Saturday, April 8 from 5 p.m.- 
7:30 p.m. at home at Trinity Field 
vs. Massasoit CC 
Tuesday, April 11 from 3:30 
p-m.- 6p.m. away at Southern 
Maine ; 
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It’s a deaf, deaf world 


The hearing get a 
taste of the deaf and 


hard of hearing world 


By Courtney SPERA 
Opinion Editor 

On April 3, 2017 the American 
Sign Language Club paired to- 
gether with the Center for Living 
and Working to host “It’s a Deaf, 
Deaf World,” an ASL immersion 
workshop that simulates the dif- 
ficulties deaf and hard of hearing 
people experience on a daily ba- 
sis. 

“It’s a Deaf, Deaf World” 
was hosted in the NECC Hartleb 
Technology Center with informa- 
tion booths on the outside and a 
simulated “deaf world’”on the in- 
side. 

As soon as you step inside the 
participation room, no speech is 
allowed. 

The rules read, “communi- 
cation may be carried out in the 
form of natural gestures, writing, 
reading, speechreading, formal 
signs and fingerspelling.” 

If you were caught using your 
voice, you were put in “jail” for 
two minutes. 


The room was set up with sey- 
en different stations, each provid- 
ed with two different scenarios 
to choose from. The registrar’s 
office, campus security, campus 
shuttle-bus, information booth, 
emergency- EMT, Coffee Cann 
Cafe and the financial aid office 
each had a table with two leaders 


Photo by Courtney Spera 
ASL club President Jerome Dobson and ASL club mem- 


bers simulate a “deaf, deaf world.” 


who were only speaking in ASL. 

Deaf studies program students 
and their friends and family (who 
were all hearing) sat across from 
two fluent ASL speakers to work 
out real life situations. 


Continued on page 4 


PACE director to retire 


Karen Mitchell set to 
retire after 44 years 


in education 
By Mary GuzMan 
Correspondent 

The Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College Director of the Path- 
ways to Academic and Career 
Excellence, Karen Mitchell, is 
retiring this summer. 

Mitchell said, “I have worked 
as Director of the PACE grant 
for the past 20 years. I have been 
at NECC since December 1993. 
I have worked in education for 
most of my career — 44 years. It 
went by quickly!” 

PACE stands for Pathways to 
Academic and Career Success. 
It is a student support services 
program funded by a TRiO grant 
from the U.S. Department of Ed- 
Mitchell said that she will con- 


tinue to work with students on 
a part-time basis. She also plans 
to spend some time seeing old 
friends, writing, and crafting jew- 
elry. She also plans to study the 
MBTI personality type indicator 
in more depth. 

Kristen Arnold, the PACE 
program transfer adviser, said, “1 
personally have learned a great 
deal from Karen. Unless you’ve 
worked for a TRiO Program, it’s 
hard to grasp what it means to 
be part of the TRiO family. She 
helped me understand what TRiO 
is and has been extremely sup- 
portive in allowing me to do a lot 
of TRiO trainings for profession- 
al development. TRiO programs 
are so important to our NECC 
students and also for advancing 
educational opportunity all over 
the country. Karen and I share a 
passion for encouraging our stu- 
dents to dream big and helping 
them to follow through with their 


goals.” 

Sheila Corsaro, the PACE 
program academic adviser, said, 
“Karen contributes compassion, 
understanding of others, and a 
genuine caring of all the students 
in the program. She has the abil- 
ity to put others at ease. This 
makes the work place much less 
stressful.” 

Corsaro said that Mitchell 
made her transition into her new 
job easier because of her per- 
sonality. She said that Mitchell 
loves what she is doing and that 
it is this that makes students and 
co-workers feel welcome. 

Mitchell said, “The PACE 
team is a “dream team”! We each 
have a different personality but 
are well suited for the jobs we do. 
Working collaboratively is key 
and I know they will continue to 
do that and strengthen their sup- 
port net for PACE students.” 
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The deadliest hike in the world 


By Kati RourTier 
Guest Editorial 

China could be considered one 
of the most culturally rich places 
on earth; The Terra-Cotta Army, 
The Forbidden City, The Great 
Wall and Mt. Huashan; the home 
to what’s called ‘The Deadliest 
Hike in the World.” 

I could tell a story about the 
un-even steps of the Great Wall, 
or the many different faces of the 
Terra-Cotta Army; but this time 
the story will be about the tower- 
ing mountains of Huashan. 

Mt. Huashan is a stunning 
mountain area in Xi’an that re- 
ceives a good amount of tourism 
because of the amazing views and 
the famously dangerous hike up 
to the mountains summit. 

In total there are five peaks, 
three of which I summited on 
the adventure, which are the East 
Peak, the North Peak, the West 
Peak, the South Peak and the 
Middle Peak; each one appealing 
for their own individual qualities. 

Reaching a total of 7,087 feet 
the South Peak is regarded as the 
Monarch Mountain because it is 
the highest peak out of all the five 
sacred mountains, and oh boy 


was it a challenge that was beg- 
ging to be conquered. 

To get to the bottom of the 
mountain we had to take a train, 
a cab, a bus ride, a cable car and 
many stairs just to get to the start- 
ing point of the hike. 

When my feet touched the 
base of the mountain, the cold 
air hit my face and determination 
bubbled up from some unknown 
place within me. 

Ever since finding out about 
Mt. Huashan I always had one 
target in mind; the summit of the 
South Peak. 

“J guarantee by the end of 
this hike we’ll have hiked over 
10,000 steps.” I looked to the left 
at my boyfriend, Nicholas Zy- 
linski, with a smirk on my face. 
He was probably the only one 
crazy enough to even consider 
doing this hike with me. 

Nick looked over at me and 
even though he was so bundled 
up I couldn’t see his face, I knew 
he was smiling. 

“Yeah right, I bet it’ll be clos- 
er to 20,000 steps.” I said. Well, 
there was only one way to find 
out. 

As the snow crunched under 
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my feet, the spectacular views 
were impressive to say the least. 
Mountain after mountain came 
into view and fog wrapped 
around each one like a protective 
blanket. Wind whipped past and 
snow began to fall from the sky; 
the hike up Mt. Huashan was be- 
ginning to live up to it’s famous 
name. Cliffs carved out the path 
up to the South Peak and one slip 
or fall could’ ve easily marked the 
end of my life. 

With nothing but heavy chains 
stuck in the rock as railings, the 
short steps covered in ice provid- 
ed no leeway as we climbed our 
way up the side of the mountain. 
The rocks and cliffs cut round- 
ed points up towards the sky as 
if begging to be noticed by the 
clouds; after all we were so high 
up the clouds seemed almost 
grabbable. 

To get to the South Peak we 
first had to summit and climb 
over the West Peak; no easy task 
in normal weather but unfortu- 
nately, we were climbing in the 
snow, ice and wind. To get to the 
summit we had to climb vertical- 
ly up rocks with stairs carved into 
them and only chains to help pull 


us along. 

Once at the top, the beauty of 
the mountains assaulted us; there 
is something special about seeing 
natural beauty out in the world. 
It takes your breath away and no 
picture could ever do it justice. 

“T can’t believe this is real,” 
Nick said to me. 

“Oh, it’s real, and this isn’t 
even the best part.” The smirk 
was back on my face and even 
though the air was so cold and the 
heat seemed to be sucked out of 
me, the beautiful sight of these 
mountains made me not care. 

The hike continued; we were 
on a mission and had no time to 
stand around. After another three 
hours, we were almost at our 
goal. Before we knew it, the icy 
point of the South Peak rose up 
out of the snow and the spectac- 
ular views whispered ‘hello’ as 
we came to the top. As far as the 
eye could see it was nothing but 
mountains that stretched back 
and back until they touched the 


sun. 

The cold and snow was worth 
the view and for once I was un- 
touchable. The cold was no lon- 
ger cold and the snow no longer 


bothered me; this moment would 
forever be untouchable because I 
had just accomplished something 
magnificent and reached 7,087 ft 
on the tip of a mountain. 

Hard work and determination 
got me to where I was, standing 
at the top of the highest mountain 
in China drinking in the views 
as if I was dying of thirst. Noth- 
ing in the world can replace this 
feeling of fulfillment once you’ve 
beaten something and have come 
out on top. The truth is that the 
beauty and magnificence of these 
landmarks took my breath away 
more times than I can count; and 
that’s not just because of the cold 
air and the strenuous hike up Mt. 
Huashan. 

On the bus ride back into town 
my legs were dead; we had hiked 
a total of six hours up and down 
flights of stairs, defying gravity 
and being wanting adventurers. 

“Hey Kali, we climbed 20,877 
steps today” Nick said as we 
looked out the window. 

“Man,” I thought to myself, 
“Nick had been pretty close to the 
mark of how many steps it would 
take to summit the South Peak of 
Mt. Huashan.” 


Roaming Reporter 


What's your hardest class? 


Computer applications, 
it’s new to me. 


QuyNH SHAM 
BUSINESS TRANSFER 


I don’t have any specific 
hard class, just balanc- 
ing both is the challenge. 


ALYCIA GREENWOOD 
LAB SCIENCE 


Intro to Psych, I didn’t 
do a paper. 


RACHEL McDowELL 


LIBERAL ARTS 


Lab science. 


JUAN DELACRUZ 
Brotocy 


Sex and Gender, you 

learn the truth that’s 

rooted to our society. 
Erica SMALL 


PSYCHOLOGY 


College Algebra and Trig, 


lots of memorization, fast 
paced, just hard. 


JosH LOGAN 


Business MANAGEMENT 
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Cultural competence sparks conversation 
Professors, students, counselors and faculty alike came together to 
learn more about cultural competency 


By Courtney SPERA 
Opinion Epiror 


On March 27, 2017 psycholo- 
gy professor Mari Carmen Ben- 
nasar of William James College 
came to the Haverhill NECC 
campus to spark a conversation 
about cultural competence. 

“Unless you are 100 per- 
cent Native American, we are 
all from somewhere else,” said 
Bennasar, who is the director of 
the Lucero Latino Mental Health 
Program and has her doctorate in 
psychology. 

Bennasar herself was born and 
raised in the Dominican Repub- 
lic and came to the United States 
after receiving her Masters in the 
D.R.. Bennasar said her biggest 
culture shock was when moving 
from Florida to New England for 
a psychology and multicultural 
internship. 

Co-presenters Zully Lizarazo 
and Cristina Bertolez both have 
family in South America but 
came to the United States for fur- 
ther education. Lizarazo and Ber- 
tolez were there to provide some 
context to the conversation. 

Bertolez, a Merrimack Col- 
lege Health Science graduate af- 
ter the presentation said, “It’s not 
about making people understand 
their privileges, but to appreciate 
them.” 

Bennasar said that the goal is 
to, “educate about differences to 
increase understanding, reduce 
conflict, and increase mutual ap- 
preciation” as well as creating an 
“awareness of unconscious be- 
liefs, attitudes and prejudices.” 

Bennasar said that she is not 
multiculturally aware because 
she is Latina, but that it is an on- 
going commitment to think about 
diversity. in terms of what we all 
carry. 

Bennasar focuses on how 
teachers, students and faculty can 
all collaborate to create an inclu- 
sive environment since this is not 
always the case. 

Thirty-two percent of college 
students report emotional health 
issues affecting their school 
work. Three out of 10 college 
students have reported difficulty 
functioning due to depression, 
according to the American Col- 
lege Health Association in 2009. 

Bennasar says that only one 
third of these students _end_up 


Cth 
Unless you are 100 percent Native Ameri- 
can, we are all from somewhere else. 
- Cultural competance presenter, 
, Mari Carmen Bennasar 
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reaching out for support and that 
there are many different barriers 
that prevent these students from 
seeking help. 

Bennasar said herself and Wil- 
liam James College is committed 
to creating programs that support 
multicultural people, “to make 
the invisible visible,” Bennasar 
said. Acknowledging differences 
can allow us to “respond to a re- 
sponsibility to be the best we can 
and to integrate in a society,” said 
Bennasar. 

Bennasar says diversity is not 
just based on race or gender, but 
that it could be first generation 
college students. 

Her powerpoint reads, “Race, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, 
documentation status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, cog- 
nitive and physical ability status 
may present unique challenges 
for students.” 

This often times leads to cu- 
mulative ways of discrimination. 
One of these ways is through im- 
plicit bias and microaggressions. 

Everyday implicit bias is 
brought to any given situation. 
Amy Callahan, NECC professor 
says that “Implicit bias means we 
all come with our own biases that 
we’ve learned from the culture 
we grew up in and when we bring 
them to our interactions with oth- 
ers it can cause big problems and 
a lack of understanding.” Callah- 
an says, “We are struggling with 
our own [implicit bias] at our 
own institution.” 

Implicit biases are basically 
our beliefs, prejudices and ste- 
reotypes that we bring them with 
us everywhere we go and that it 
is impossible to separate from 
them, says Bennasar. 

This can translate to institu- 
tional biases, says Bennasar. For 
example buildings without ramps 
make the assumption that every- 
one is able bodied 

“The more we learn, the more 
we adapt and create an inclusive 
environment,” said Bennasar. 


This can be done through so- 
cialization workshops, alliances 
on campus, strength based pro- 
grams, professional development 
for staff. It can also be as simple 
as decorating your space to make 
different communities feel more 
welcome, says Bennasar. 

“Tt’s not just about walking 
the walk, it’s about talking the 
talk,” Bennasar says about being 
culturally inclusive. Immersing 
yourself does not have to be as- 
sertive, it can be a very quiet pro- 
cess. It’s as simple as committing 
to and engaging in exploration 
inside your mind, says Bennasar, 
which is the most important part. 

Microaggressions are every- 
day indignities or insults to mar- 
ginalized groups that can appear 
to be a compliment, but actually 
hurts, says Bennasar. 

Ranging from deliberate to 
unconscious, microaggressions 
at first are not as impactful, as 
any isolated insult does not hurt 
much, however constant expo- 
sure can hurt and lead to addi- 
tional problems at home or at 
work, says Bennasar. 

Bennasar says that “microag- 
gressions occur because they are 
outside the level of conscious 
awareness.” 

Microaggressions may not be 
intentional, but we are capable 
of asking questions to better ed- 
ucate ourselves in order to learn 
from ourselves and others, said 
Bennasar 

When it comes to embracing 
diversity Bennasar says that “the 
effort of being inclusive has a 
positive correlation between or- 
ganizational diversity and per- 
formance.” She says that it’s not 
about the need to agree with ev- 
eryone, but it’s about exposure 
and experience. 

“It made me feel inspired and 
motivated,” NECC Business stu- 
dent Klinbert Garcia said about 
the presentation. “It made me feel 
like there is a movement out there 
that cares.” 


Photo by Courtney Spera 


Left to right presenters Zully Lizarazo, Mari Carmen Ben- 
nasar and Cristina Bertolez. 


Cultural Competence on C 
A Conversation 


Van Carmen Bennasar, Psy.D. 
Mari Bennaser@williamjames.e 


Zully Lizarazo, MA 
3% Yeur PsyD Candidate 


WILLIAM JAMES 
COLLEGE 


Wy 


Photo by Courtney Spera 
Mari Carmen Bennasar displays Powerpoint on cultural 
competence. 
With a diverse audience of 
teachers, faculty, students and 
counselors alike, the room was 
full of different perspectives. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at:- 
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observer@necc.mass.edu 
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It’s a deaf, deaf world continued 


By Courtney SPERA 
Opinions Editor 


Joan Philip, Director of the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Inde- 
pendent Living Program at the 
Center for Living and Working 
was the coordinator for this event. 

Philip says that they are giving 
hearing people a role reversal of 
a deaf or hard of hearing person 
where they walk into a scenar- 
io where their primary language 
isn’t spoken or understood. “We 
want to expose and have people 
understand how deaf people live 
everyday and hopefully more 
cooperation and patience comes 
from this,” said Philip. 

Going around the room, some 
participants had their phones or 
a notepad to communicate, some 
did not get all of the information 
and some were able to communi- 
cate well through ASL. 

At the coffee shop station, the 
leaders completely ignored the 
hearing participants, engaging 
in their own conversation. When 
interrupted, they gave an attitude 
and criticized those who weren’t 
fluent enough in ASL to partici- 
pate in the conversation. 

President of the ASL Club 
and Deaf Studies student, Jerome 


Dobson said that “it’s a great op- 
portunity to expose those with lit- 
tle to no involvement in the deaf 
community.” 

“The goal is not to teach ASL 
but to expose you to what is al- 
ready going on,” Dobson says. 
He says that people were put in 
“jail” for speaking to simulate the 
fact that deaf or hard of hearing 
people do get put in jail because 
of communication misunder- 
standings. Dobson says that in 
tense situations, particularly with 
police, if a deaf person reaches 
for their phone with pure means 
of communication, that could cite 
a reason for arrest. “We just have 
to be mindful that not everyone 
approaches situations in the same 
way,” says Dobson. 

Outside of the room, infor- 
mational tables about careers 
related to ASL as well as booths 
from New England Home for the 
Deaf, Deaf-Blind Contact Center, 
Northeast Independent Living 
Program, Deaf Inc., and Cen- 
ter for Living and Working all 
provided additional information 
about deaf and hard of hearing 
accommodations and programs. 

At the table for the Center for 
Living and Working, Ellen Per- 


kins who is the Hard of Hearing 
Skills Trainer for CLW demon- 
strated an assisted technology 
house model that shows flashing 
lights to alert deaf and hard of 
hearing for sounds in their homes 
such as a crying baby, fire alarm, 
doorbell, etc.. Perkins says that 
depending on the system, it can 
have a picture or message saying 
what the alert is for, or even dif- 
ferent flashing patterns to differ- 
entiate alerts. Some systems even 
have a vibrating device that alerts 
and messages them what is going 
on, said Perkins. 

“It’s a Deaf, Deaf World gives 
people the opportunity to experi- 
ence what it is like to be a deaf 
or hard of hearing person,” Per- 
kins said. She says that hopefully 
people will be more understand- 
ing. Perkins says that people can 
be impatient with deaf and hard 
of hearing people because they 
don’t understand something and 
that it is a good experience for 
other people to get that perspec- 
tive. 

Bob Miles, a friend of a deaf 
studies student who knew two 
or three signs was able to get by 
with mostly natural gesturing and 
some writing. “The volunteers 
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Photo by Courtney Spera 


ASL fluent volunteers work with hearing participants to 
simulate daily deaf and hard of hearing experiences. 


were adaptive to helping under- 
stand the conversation and taught 
me some words and terms I was 
able to apply to other tables,” 
Miles says. Miles says that even 
though he was limited, he was 
able to carry out a conversation. 
“It was a learning conversation, 
but it was productive. It was an 


informative and unique experi- 
ence that allowed a new perspec- 
tive to have to fully adapt [to the 
deaf culture],” says Miles. 
Courtney Spera, Opinion Edi- 
tor is a child of deaf adults who is 
fluent in both English and ASL. 
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New restaurant on 
Lawrence campus 


excites students 
By Kris Wason 
Correspondent 

Located next to the El-Hefni 
Health and Technology Center 
located on the Lawrence campus 
sits a brand new restaurant called 
CocoRays, run by its upbeat own- 
er, Ray Gonzalez. 

CocoRays serves what Gonza- 
lez calls “a Puerto Rican-Mexican 
fusion.” It’s has a simple Mexican 
menu consisting of foods such as 
tacos, burritos, torta, quesadillas, 
and other Mexican favorites with 
a Puerto Rican twist. 

Gonzalez was born and raised 
in Lawrence and has a strong 
sense of community. 

He hires local students and 
nurtures their interest in food 
service and shows them what it 
means to own a business. 

Before starting in food ser- 
vice, Gonzalez worked in child 
care and helped the youth realize 
their dreams working with Valley 
Works of Lawrence and volun- 
teering with youth programs. 

Gonzalez started his journey 


in food service four years ago 
when his Mother, Coco (the Coco 
of CocoRays), helped him pursue 
his own dream. He turned an old 
Fed-Ex truck into a functioning 
food truck where he found suc- 
cess. 

Last year Gonzalez’s big 
dream _ was finally approached 
by the Lawrence Partnership., a 
non-profit organization run by 
Sal Lupoli, CEO of Lupoli Enter- 
prises and owner of Sal’s Pizza. 

Lupoli, who found success 
being an entrepreneur set up a 
new concept “The Revolving 
Kitchen,” set up in the open 420 
Common Street location next 
to Eastern Bank and the NECC 
bookstore. Napolitana Pizzeria 
once was in that area. 

Gonzalez said, “The Revolv- 
ing Test Kitchen was set up to 
help new business owners learn 
how to own a business and be 
successful. They help you get a 
loan and once you are earning a 
steady cash flow open your own 
restaurant in the Lawrence area.” 

CocoRays is a simple café 
style location with an open kitch- 
en concept. This allows patrons 
to watch Gonzalez and his crew 
hard at work rolling, folding, 


cooking, and creating their food. 

There is a soda fountain for 
those who want it simple, or bot- 
tled drinks including Mexican 
soda is also available. 

There is plenty of seating, but 
take out is also available if you 
prefer. Gonzalez mentions he of- 
fers catering as well. 

Gonzalez does a lot of busi- 
ness with the Lawrence Campus. 

Eddie Hoar, Journalism major, 
says “The atmosphere was pleas- 
ant and the setup was simple and 
relaxing.” 

This simple Taqueria boasts 
the best tacos in a city where 
Mexican fare is prominent. 

They offer a coco special of 2 
mini Tacos, fries and a drink for 
$4. 

“Tt is our big special just like 
how Wendy’s has their 4 for 4. 
We want to offer value at a great 
price,” Gonzalez says. 

The tacos are very flavorful 
with very fresh ingredients. If 
you want these mini tacos alone 
they sell them for a reasonable $1 
a piece or $2 if you want steak. 
They also offer full size tacos for 
$3. 

The burritos and gringas are 
packed with meat, rice and beans 
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CoCoRays shines in Lawrence 


giving the customer the most for 
their “buck.” 

The torta, a Mexican sand- 
wich, which is uncommon when 
you think of Mexican fare, is 
known to be exceptional. 

The sandwich with Chor- 
zo, Mexican sausage, is fresh, 
well-crafted and Gonzalez says 
all the breads are from the Pan De 
Agua, and the tortillas are baked 
fresh every day. 

The only issue is the taquitos 
which are hand rolled and deep 
fried only come as 2 to an order. 

I would recommend ordering 
at least 3 orders as they are small 
but taste very good. You will ab- 
solutely want more. 

Cocorays Verde sauce puts 
a twist on the classic green hot 
sauce and really adds flavor to 
your meal. Hoar, who claims to 
be a fussy eater, says, “The food 
was much better than I expect- 
ed. I’m not usually a huge fan of 
vegetables but these are fresh and 
tasty.” 

Gonzalez says people should 
try Cocorays for the fresh authen- 
tic food inspired by his mother’s 
cooking, and the “above and be- 
yond” customer service. 

Gonzalez says he is always 


there for the people. This was ev- 
idence by his openness, great per- 
sonality, and willingness to joke 
around with some regulars and 
chat with customers. 

“We don’t just try to remember 
your name but your order as well. 
We want you to feel welcomed.” 
Gonzalez says. 

Hoar says, “Having a real 
restaurant on campus with real 
food is awesome, compared to 
what is offered on the Haverhill 
campus. I’m the type of person 
who if a restaurant is better I will 
travel.” 

Hoar says CocoRays is at the 
top of our return to lists. The food 
is great and Gonzalez promises to 
keep improving the menu and of- 
fer specials throughout the week 
with a surprise special on Sunday. 

CocoRays is open from 10:30 
A.M. to 9 P.M. Gonzalez says 
they are busy between 11 A.M. 
and 2 P.M. for lunch and after 5 
P.M. for dinner. If you are inter- 
ested in trying CocoRays without 
the hassle of lines and crowds I 
recommend going between 3 and 
4 P.M. as it is at its slower pace. 

For more information you can 
visit Cocorays.com or call 978- 
688-2626. 


Summer Plans? 


Registration begins April 10 
www.fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


CONTACT AN ADVISOR: 
978-665-3182 ¢ gceadvisor@fitchburgstate.edu 
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Contemporary Affairs Club 
covers NATO 


NATO’s purpose and existence is debated at Contemporary 


Affairs Club 


By Justin Lucciano 
News Editor 

On March 22 the NECC’s own Con- 
temporary Affairs Club had a discussion 
led by history and government profes- 
sor Andrew Morse about NATO, or the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

NATO was created in 1949 with the 
purpose of both containing the Soviet 
Union and to prevent Germany and Ja- 
pan from regaining power and expanding 
once again. 

On the NATO website it says their 
purpose is to safeguard the freedom and 
security of its members through political 
and military means. NATO was created 
in the Cold War period and still is around 
today but it has become very controver- 
sial and its existence has come into ques- 
tion, some saying it should come to an 
end and that it is outdated and irrelevant 
now. 

Professor Morse supports NATO and 
said “It’s been more or less successful” 
and he went on saying Japan and Germa- 
ny have not threatened the peace since its 
creation and Russia has been for the most 
part docile and controlled with a few in- 
cidents. One attendant of this discussion 
was very vocal about his opposition to 
NATO and that was professor Stephen 
Slaner. _ 

Slaner doesn’t see NATO as useful and 
thinks it should be ended or fused into the 
United Nations. George Kennan a gov- 
ernment employee during the 1940s, that 
was the architect of the containment pol- 
icy which Truman used during his tenure 
as president, was discussed. Containment 
was about the United States facing down 
the Soviet Union and its Communist al- 
lies whenever and wherever they posed 
a risk of gaining influence. This caused 
events like the early Afghanistan crisis 


and the Korean and Vietnam wars. Slaner 
then mentioned how Kennan later said, 
the “Soviet Union was not a military 
threat to the United States at any time.” 

NATO was a hot topic in the election 

which ended with a Donald Trump victo- 
ry and it still is a highly discussed topic 
now. “Mr. Trump has called NATO into 
question. He called it a Cold War relic 
and irrelevant,” said Morse about Trump. 
But since the election he’s starting to 
change his mind, becoming more open to 
it still existing, but its purpose changing 
more towards fighting terrorism. Trump 
will get to witness a NATO conference 
in Brussels on May 25. Spokesman Sean 
Spicer said Trump’s visit is to “reaffirm 
our strong commitment to NATO and to 
discuss issues critical to the alliance, es- 
pecially allied responsibility sharing and 
NATO’s role in the fight against terror- 
ism.” 
Where Spicer said “allied responsi- 
bility sharing” this is a hint that Trump 
will bring up the fact that he believes 
that many countries in NATO aren’t pay- 
ing their fair share, so it doesn’t seem 
Trump’s views on that part of NATO has 
changed but for an alliance of countries 
like this one no one nation should play a 
bigger part than the rest. 

The Contemporary Affairs Club cov- 
ers sO many interesting topics including 
NATO, Trump’s executive orders, the 
tension in the Middle East and so many 
other hot topics in the news right now 
covering issues in both the United States 
and the world. 

This club meets on Wednesdays at 
12.p.m in B105. For more information 
on this club contact Patricia Portanova 
the clubs faculty adviser, at pportanova@ 
necc.mass.edu. 
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By GENEVIEVE SCHERER 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
With recent news of theater 
and dance majors being cut 
from the schools program, many 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege students feel disheartened 
and confused. Although stu- 
dents already in the major will 
be able to complete their degree 
at NECC, they still feel that the 
college needs to keep the arts 
alive. Conor Miller, theater ma- 
jor, founder and President of the 
Improv Club, is taking control. 

On March 8, the Improv Club 
joined the Student Senate in 
search for the Senate’s approval 
to become an official club. The 
members of the club engaged the 
Senate by choosing to not only 
talk about what they do, but ac- 
tually show them. 

A series of improv exercises 
and activities were performed 
to the Senate, displaying each 
member’s skills, while entertain- 
ing and involving the audience. 

“We were told groups nor- 
mally come in, they explain why 
they want to be a club, and they 
explain why they would make a 
good fit. I thought it would be 
a better idea if we do a presen- 
tation for the senate, and allow 


them to have a little fun with us.” 
Conor Miller also comments on 
how vital the arts are to students, 
saying “With the recent budget 
cuts and the defunding of the arts 
program, I think this club is more 
important than ever.” 

While all theater students 
are more than welcome to use 
the Improv Club as their artis- 
tic outlet, Conor Miller wants to 
emphasize “this is not a theater 
club, and I do not want it to be 
established as such. The Vice 
President and President are both 
theatrical people, and the other 
officers are not as theatrical as 
the rest of us, but I think it is im- 
portant to have a balance of the 
two styles, and have that be a 
collaboration of art.” 

The theater major comes from 
a background of performing and 
teaching the art of improv. At the 
age of 13, Conor Miller joined 
an improv group in Newburyp- 
ort, MA called “Theater In the 
Open”. He then went on to be- 
come a teacher at the program, 
and has since been teaching stu- 
dents ages eight to 13 for the past 
seven years, which has inspired 
him to “bring that to a more adult 
community.” 

Theater major and Vice Pres- 
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Improv Club becomes official 


ident of the Improv Club Nate 
Miller says that with being such 
busy people, the process to es- 
tablish the club was a long yet 
rewarding one. 

“We went to the [Student 
Senate] meeting, and before you 
know it, we’re performing in 
front of the Senate.” Nate Mill- 
er adds, “When I said “all in fa- 
vor?” all the hands were up in the 
room, even in Lawrence.” 

Improv Club members also 
want to emphasize on their 
no-pressure policy. Adien Di- 
ego Carrion Velaquez, Improv 
Club coordinator and biology 
major says students are “more 
than welcome to be acting, but 
we also encourage you to be an 
audience member. We don’t want 
to force anything on anybody, 
because this is a judgment free 
zone.” 

Conor Miller also accentuates 
the value of the audience, saying 
“The audience is just as import- 


_ ant if not more, than the actors 


that are up there themselves.” 
The club President also wants 
to encourage potential partici- 
pants to start by watching, and 
to join in when they are comfort- 
able. “If anyone doesn’t want to 
participate, they are more than 


ve 


o 


ertainment 
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Photo of Improv Club during a club meeting 


welcome to sit and watch, laugh 
with us, if they want to partici- 
pate, they are more than wel- 
come to get up there” 

He also says there is no such 
thing as a wrong answer when it 
comes to improv. “The nice thing 
about improv is that whether you 
are a seasoned veteran at acting 
or you’ve never performed a day 
in your life, you are just as ex- 
perienced as the person next to 
you.” 


As for next steps, the Improv 
Club is looking to expand while 
reaching out to other clubs on 
campus. Velazquez says “We’re 
trying to reach out to as many 
clubs as possible.” 

The Improv Club meets ey- 
ery Monday from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. in D129. Students are en- 
couraged to stop by to watch, or 
particpate at any point. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 


COLLEGE 


H ANDOVER MA 


Earn your Bachelor’s Degree in 24 Months. 


* Tuition includes books and meals 

* Scholarships and financial aid to make your 
degree more affordable 

* Evening and weekend courses 

* Online, hybrid, and on-campus classes 

* Six terms over 24 months 

* Streamlined transfer process and personalized advising 


Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

* This accelerated program is specifically designed for 

students with an associate's degree or its equivalent 
(61-64 credits). 


Prepare for careers in: 


MERRIMACK Wwww-.merrimack.edu/psychdegree 


professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 


978-837-3576 
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More budgets are 
cut .. but that could 
be a blessing in 
disguise. 


By SARAH DESIDERIO 
Campus Life Editor 

“Northern Essex is all about 
creating a community on campus, 
but if you don’t have things to 
join, how can you have a commu- 
nity on campus.” 

That quote was said by Marc 
Mannheimer, who is the facul- 
ty advisor for the Anime Club, 
who even though they have many 
more members this year than they 
did last year, so they can do so 
much more, they were not given 
a comparable budget, he said. 

Just like every year, the clubs 
had to fill out their forms where 
they state the amount of mon- 
ey they would like for the next 
school year, and a breakdown of 
what they would be using their 
their budget for. 

Many of the clubs went from 
very comfortable budgets, to un- 
comfortable budgets, according 
to several club advisers. 

These budget cuts didn’t just 
happen out of the blue; they have 
been brewing for a little while. 

Lane Glenn, president of 
NECC, in an open letter to the the 
college in March said that NECC 
has been experiencing “signif- 
icant financial challenges as a 
result of climbing costs, reduced 
state support, and declining en- 
rollment like nearly every other 
college in the state and across the 
nation.” 

NECC’s Director of Public 
Relations Ernie Greenslade adds 
that while the school is state-sup- 
ported, only a percentage of funds 
come from the state. 


Northern Essex is all about creating a 
community on campus but if you don’t 
have things to join, how can you have a 

community on campus? 
- Anime Club faculty adviser Marc 


Mannheimer 


vy) 


“We rely heavily on tuition 
and fees, federal, state, and pri- 
vate grants and contracts, and 
other sources of revenue to keep 
the college financially solvent,” 
she said. In 1987, state support 
in Massachusetts accounted for 
around 75 percent of the NECC 
budget. 

However, since state support 
has been declining, 35 percent of 
the school’s budget this year was 
from the state. As a factor of the 
changing economy, enrollment 
has been declining. Greenslade 
says, “When the economy is do- 
ing well, community colleges 
across the country face enroll- 
ment drops, primarily because we 
no longer enroll as many unem- 
ployed people who are training 
for new careers and because more 


~ people are working which means 


they are taking fewer courses. In 
FY16, we had a full-time equiva- 
lency enrollment of 3,817 which 
is down significantly from five 
years earlier, when we enrolled 
4,662. As a result of these en- 
rollment declines, we’re losing 
tuition and fee revenue and our 
budget is taking a hit” 

Ina seperate action, school ad- 
ministrators undertook a program 
audit and several certificate and 
degree programs, including dance 
and theater were eliminated. 

Many of the clubs were vic- 
tims of budget cuts; some by just 


$50 and some by thousands. Not 
only was almost everyone’s bud- 
get cut, but some said they had 
bad explanations. Kristi Arford, 
faculty adviser for the Gender 
Sexuality Alliance said that she 
submitted the form the same way 
that she had for the past five years 
with no real changes made to it 
where she asked for her regular 
$400 and only received $200, 
which will not allow them to 
do as much and put on as many 
events as they wish, and have be- 
come accustomed to, Arford says, 
“T’m really upset about the whole 
process in the way that there was 
no ahead explanation that there 
was going to be cuts, and then 
no real explanation when we got 
our budgets of why they were cut, 
just over all bad communication,” 
she said. 

Another budget that was cut 
was for Bacon Board Gamers, 
who according to Mike Cross, the 
faculty adviser, went from a bud- 
get of $250 to $125 with “no real 
rational.” 

When Cross got the budget 
back with how the committee de- 
fended their reasons, he said they 
gave $25 for bacon and $100 for 
board games which clearly shows 
they didn’t read the request see- 
ing as how the club actually has 
nothing to do with bacon. He is 
currently in the appeal process, 
where you explain why you 


The Contemporary 


Every Wednesday, 
the club meets to 


discuss US Affairs 
By Kai Rovutier 


Correspondent 

The Contemporary Affairs 
Club is a place for students to 
get political and share their ideas 
and concerns about what goes on 
in our very own United States of 
America. 

Every Wednesday in room 
B105 at noon the Contemporary 
Affairs Club meets to discuss all 
matters regarding domestic, in- 
ternational and social issues; and 
it’s impossible to forget about the 

_ free pizza. 

Every week on Wednesday 
when noon rolls around, a person 
can walk into the room and usu- 


ally find students who are in the 
Contemporary Affairs club giv- 
ing presentations. 

That’s exactly where I found 
myself, listening to a rather inter- 
esting presentation on cyber se- 
curity while eating a slice of free 
pizza, on March 29. 

Cyber security might not seem 
like a relevant issue, but in to- 
day’s day and age with everything 
revolving around technology, cy- 
ber security is actually something 


every person should be aware of. 
A big example of a cyber secu- 
rity breech happened just a little 
bit ago when Russia supposedly 
hacked the presidential election. 
According to Stephen Russell, 
a History and Government pro- 
fessor who was a previous super- 
visor, The Contemporary Affairs 
Club “is a place for students to 
have discussions or sometimes 
formal debates. The club helps 
students make sense about what 


The club is really about students creating 
an agenda about topics they’re excited 


about... 
- Patricia Portanova, professor 
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Club budgets cut 


would like more money than you 
were given, because he doesn’t 
feel his outline was really read 
thoroughly. 

He says, “We'll survive, it’s 
just more frustrating than any- 
thing, it’s supposed to be a good, 
fun, healthy time, instead we now 
have to spend more time doing 
paperwork.” 

How do we survive these thou- 
sands of dollars in budget cuts? A 
popular answer to this question 
and the answer that many, many, 
faculty advisers received as well 
as Andrew Morse, the faculty ad- 
visor of Amnesty International, 
where they do outreach; whether 
it be volunteering or donating to 
local and international organiza- 
tions, was to just have a bake sale. 

So if we break it down for 
this club, say they were raising 
money for an organization that 
provides clean water to people in 
Africa, like they have done be- 
fore, they would not only have to 
have a bake sale to raise money 
for them, but now also money 
just for their own club to be able 
to function. 

Another option that Morse 
brought up was that he could just 
pay for it himself, which he said 
he has done before with the other 
club he advises, Phi Theta Kappa, 
which is the largest higher edu- 
cation honor society that can be 
set up for two year institutions as 
well as four. 

You can fill out a form that 
allows you to ask for more mon- 
ey if you have a specific event, 
however that just involves more 
paperwork, and you could still be 
denied so sometimes he said, it 
can just be easier to put up your 
own money. 

Someone else hoping that the 
budget cut won’t affect their club 
to much was Meredith Gunning, 


Affairs 


they hear on the news.” 

For students who heard about 
the Russian hacking but didn’t 
really understand it, this club was 
a perfect way to learn more about 
that breach in cyber security. Not 
to mention that this presentation 
was given by a student who did 
the research herself and explained 
the topic in her own way. 

The club is one by the students 
for the students; that means all 
topics of discussion are topics the 
students themselves were inter- 
ested in and wanted to learn more 
about because it effected their 
country and their own lives. 

“The club is really about stu- 
dents creating an agenda about 
topics they’re excited about; the 
students get to talk about their 
ideas and these sensitive topics 
in a way that’s not demeaning” 


the faculty adviser for the Com- 
munity Outreach Group whose 
budget went from $200 to $160. 
After this whole process, she 
says, “It is my hope that going 
forward, that there will be open 
communication between the stu- 
dent senate, faculty, club advis- 
ers, and students. I realize that 
there are budget restrictions, 
but they should be more flexi- 
ble. Even small clubs can make 
a big contribution. Clubs should 
be able to defend themselves re- 
garding what they do and their 
impact.” 

Many advisers spoke with con- 
cern about cuts to the award-win- 
ning literary magazine Parnassus. 

However, through all this 
news, this budget cut was a bless- 
ing in disguise for this club, who 
other advisors were more con- 
cerned with than their own clubs. 
Ever since Patrick Lochelt took 
over advising Parnassus, he said 
has been trying every year to get 
the amagazine moved out of the 
clubs’ category and into the Aca- 
demic Affairs category and when 
his budget was cut from about 
$7,000 to $500 it was finally time 
to make sure something definitely 
happened. 

Lochelt was all set to appeal 
the new budget when William 
Heineman, the vice president for 
academic affairs approached him 
over spring break and said that he 
and the college itself was more 
than willing to work with him and 
finally bring him into Academic 
Affairs. 

Lochelt would like to give a 
big thanks to Lane Glenn who 
is the president of the college, 
everyone who decided to move 
Parnassus to Academic Affairs, 
especially William Heineman. 

(Genevieve Scherer con- 
tribuetd to this article.) 


Club 


Patricia Portinova says, the cur- 
rent supervisor and a professor 
who’s taught at Northern Essex 
for around three and a half years. 

The Contemporary Affairs 
Club is not as serious as I be- 
lieved; being about important 
domestic and international issues 

I believed that the club would 
be like a government class. In- 
stead there were many laughs and 
friendly smiles in this one meet- 
ing alone. 

If you’re ever in the mood for 
free pizza, a good and real dis- 
cussion about events that impact 
you, and many laughs, The Con- 
temporary Affairs Club is always 
open to students at 12 noon on 
Wednesdays in room B105. 
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Alumni Office holds 


A series of luncheons hosted by mentors in the 
journalism field are geared toward supporting 
and empowering women at NECC who are 


studying Liberal Arts 


By CLEo BrRIGHAM 
Features Editor 

After graduating with a Liberal Arts 
degree in 2002, Northern Essex alumni, 
Alexandra Pecci continues to impact the 
community by sharing her professional 
experiences with students. While Pecci is 
an accomplished freelance lifestyle writer 
with stories published in the Washington 
Post, The Boston Globe, Bust Magazine 
and more, she’s still involved on cam- 
pus by serving as a volunteer on NECC’s 
Alumni Association Board. 

Lately, Pecci feels discouraged by the 
ways in which people are discrediting the 
whole of the media industry in the wake 
of the, “fake news,” phenomenon. In or- 
der to combat her frustrations toward the 
current presidential administration, Pecci 
decided to reach out to Lindsay Graham, 
NECC’s Director of Scholarships, Alumni 
and Community Relations to find a way 
to empower female journalism students 
in a time when it seems as though their 
entire profession is under fire. “The po- 
litical climate made it so I wanted to help 
journalists and young women,” Pecci ex- 
plained. From there, Pecci and Graham 
approached Journalism Program Coordi- 
nator and professor, Amy Callahan. After 
collaborating together, the three decided 
to organize a lunch event for students in 
communications classes where they could 
interact with various professionals in the 
publication field. 

On Tuesday, Feb 21, Pecci gathered 
with students from Callahan’s Princi- 
ples of Public Relations course to speak 
on her experiences working as a woman 
writer. As Pecci works predominantly 
as a lifestyle writer, she typically works 
with female editors. She commented on 
how much support she’s received from 
women in the industry stating, “they have 
this nurturing, take you under their wing 
mentality. They want you to succeed. I’ve 
experienced that so much, so I wanted to 
do that for others.” 

This past Tuesday, March 28th, another 
small group of communications students 
met with Nancy Berry, the current editor 
of Northshore Magazine. Although Berry 
was on deadline to submit May’s issue 
of the magazine to their printer that very 
afternoon, she made the time to come to 
the Haverhill campus to talk about her ex- 
perience in the field working for a niche, 
regional publication. During the event, 
Berry answered questions and advised 
students on topics such as what makes a 
good story, how to improve writing skills 
and how students can advocate for them- 
selves when pitching or submitting stories 
to different publications. “Write as much 
as you can. Write for yourself. You have 
to find that inspiration somewhere.” Berry 
said to encourage students looking to ad- 
vance their technical skills. 

In addition to working as an editor, 
Berry also owns her own editorial ser- 
vices company while managing several 
other publications. After graduating with 
a degree in English Literature, she began 
working as an unpaid intern at Atlanta 
Homes and Lifestyles. Shortly after she 
was hired, an associate editor left the pub- 


lication giving Berry the opportunity to 
move up to their position. Although she 
left college with little idea of what job 
she wanted to pursue, Berry was excited 
for this opportunity and the experience 
proved to be extremely valuable. “I had 
no idea I could go from writing little sto- 
ries for Atlanta Homes and Lifestyles to 
running my own business.” she said. 

Since then, Berry has devoted the ma- 
jority of her professional life to the life- 
style genre, specifically in topics such as 
interior design and architecture. At North- 
shore Magazine, Berry’s role is to work 
with writers to create content as well as 
edit articles and design of the magazine. 
She relies heavily on freelance writers, 
like Pecci whose writing has been fea- 
tured in the pages of Northshore Maga- 
zine multiple times. Berry explained that 
she’s always looking for story ideas that 
are relevant to the style of her publica- 
tion. For example, when compiling their 
Arts, Culture, and Fashion themed issue, 
Berry decided to interview local boutique 
owners instead of pulling from the racks 
of Nordstrom, a company that has no spe- 
cific meaning or ties to the region. 

“] gravitate toward people doing real- 
ly good things in the community like con- 
servation, preservation and philanthropy,” 
said Berry. For example, this month’s 
issue of Northshore Magazine includes 
a feature story on NECC’s own Early 
Childhood Education professor, Deir- 
dre Budzyna’s daughter, Maggie. At age 
eleven, Budzyna founded The Performing 
Project in Lawrence. The project is geared 
toward making sure interested middle and 
high school students can pursue education 
in musical theater and performance arts 
no matter their socioeconomic standing. 
Now at age sixteen, Budzyna has man- 
aged to raise money to fund free theater 
classes, put on productions and create a 
budget to pay for application fees for stu- 
dents interested in pursuing a perform- 
ing arts degree after they graduate high 
school. 

In addition to covering uplifting topics 
like The Performing Arts Project, Berry 
says that meeting people is her favorite 
thing about working in this profession. 
“I’ve had such a rich life, and continue 
to have a rich life because of my career 
choice,” she stated. “I love when we’re 
able to get a person’s voice in the story,” 
she said, explaining how getting good 
quotes can often drive an article. “The 
more specific and detailed you can be, the 
more power and impact the story has.” 
Amy Callahan added. 

Cassie Ellson, an Art major currently 
enrolled in Callahan’s PR class attended 
the lunch looking to expand her horizons. 
While she prefers video production and 
editing to written media, she found the 
experience inspiring. “It motivated me. I 
learned a lot, and it opened some doors 
that I hadn’t even been aware of,” Ellson 
commented. 

The Alumni Association plans to 
continue these meetings with one more 
scheduled for this semester. 

“It’s so exciting seeing young women 
coming away from these meetings saying, 
““Oh, I can do that,”” said Callahan. 


mentor lunch 


Photg by rat Graham 


Students pose with freelance writer and NECC Liberal Arts alumni, Alexan- 
dra Pecci. From top left, Genevieve Scherer, Alexandra Pecci, Amy Callah- 
an, Mercedez McManus, Cassie Ellison. From bottom left, Carly Columbo, 
Shani Hughes and Kali Routier 


I’ve had such a rich life, and continue to have a rich 
life because of my career choice. 
- Nancy Berry 
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Transfer Information Sessions 


Wednesday, May 10 5:00-8:00pm 
Wednesday, May 24 5:00-8:00pm 
Wednesday, June 7 5:00-8:00pm 


Don't Just Transfer to Bay Path, Transform Your Life. 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, 
MA 01106 413.565.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 
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Federal cuts could impact JumpStart program 


Proposal to cut government spending could 
hurt NECC students involved in JumpStart 


By PAMELA GUZMAN 


Correspondent 

On Feb. 17, the New York 
Times wrote an article that 
caused an email to be sent down 
to Northern Essex Community 
College students working in the 
AmeriCorps JumpStart National 
Service Program. This brought 
out much anxiety for the students. 

This article stated that the 
White House budget had a hit list 
of programs that President Trump 
could eliminate. 

Based on this proposal, the 
Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), as 
well as AmeriCorps would be cut 
and might take away the funding. 

JumpStart is an affiliated 
porgram that recruits, trains, su- 
pervises, and supports college 
students to work with early child- 
hood programs such as Head 
Start. 

Melissa Chandonnet is theCity 
Program and site manager of the 
JumpStart Program under Ameri- 
Corps, for NECC and Middlesex 
Community College. Chandonnet 
said, “This is still just an idea. 
We still haven’t seen the actual 
proposal but it’s still enough to 
cause up anxiety. The president’s 


budget proposal, is just that. It’s 
a proposal. It doesn’t mean it’s 
definitely going to happen be- 
cause Congress ultimately de- 
cides where the funding goes. 
They could cut some of the fund- 
ing, they could certainly cut the 
whole program, but we still don’t 
know exactly. We’re acting as if it 
could happen.” 

Chandonnet said, “Ameri- 
Corps money is all federal mon- 
ey, so if they were to cut Amer- 
iCorps money that’s millions of 
dollars that we wouldn’t have. 
This will definitely impact Jump- 
Start as a whole. It would impact 
all of the employees that are be- 
ing paid under AmeriCorps ... If 
it impacts that, it can impact staff 
because they wouldn’t have mon- 
ey to pay us and we wouldn’t get 
money from AmeriCorps. Amer- 
iCorps pays for the programing, 
like Corps Members. Students’ 
education awards comes from 
AmeriCorps, that would all be 
cut and we wouldn’t have those 
AmeriCorps slots.” 

Chandonnet said this is a big 
problem for students working or 
planning to go into the JumpStart 
program. 

“So let’s say there’s no Ameri- 


Corps slots,-we know a lot of stu- 
dents do this program because of 
that education award, or there’s 
financial aid assistance (work 
study),” she said. “Basically, you 
can use that to pay for classes, 
books, study abroad, loans, stuff 
that students need ... and a lot of 
my students need that assistance 
and extra money.” 

NECC student Xavier Velez, 
JumpStart Corps member, said 
“I’m a strong believer of a butter- 
fly effect. I’m pretty sure that all 
these programs, JumpStart being 
under AmeriCorps, will affect stu- 
dents. In a direct sense, it’s going 
to get me out of a job, more be- 
hind it, being with kids is a whole 
part of life that I like, and it’s go- 
ing to take a part of that away.” 

Chandonnet said “I look at 
AmeriCorps and JumpStart as a 
job opportunity. It’s a job while 
students are in school. Its focused 
on your career path, many stu- 
dents are early education majors, 
so that’s a job opportunity. If we 
were to slash those job opportu- 
nities that’s a huge negative im- 
pact. This is an opportunity for 
students to grow their skills in an 
area that they want ... I just see 
it having a really negative ripple 
effect.” 

Mariah Fernandez, who used 
to be a JumpStart Team Leader, 
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and is currently now a teacher 
said, “I feel it doesn’t only take 
away the JumpStart program and 
the funding for it, it hurts the chil- 
dren that are part of the program. 
It hurts the students participating 
in the program. It damages them 
because it does not give them 
classroom time, so they wouldn’t 
know what they’re stepping into. 
They’ re not earning their hours to 
get their qualifications and get- 
ting their qualifications through 
those hours gives them their work 
experience that you need to get 
on this job later. “ 

“Tt’s scary, it’s an unknown, 
we don’t really know,” said Chan- 
ndonnet. “Right now, is the time 
to really come together and start 
sharing our stories how service 
with AmeriCorps is so important. 
I mean, I’m an AmeriCorps alum- 
ni myself, it really set me up for 
my career and where I am now. 
I’ve seen it set up students for 
their careers. We have to call our 
Congress, have to call senators 
and tell them our stories of why 
this is important, why we need to 
continue doing this work. Those 
awesome stories that we know 
we’ve made an impact and its 
made an impact on us. So, shar- 
ing that spreading the word, why 
we need to do this, I think now 
more than ever it’s really import- 


ant to do that.” 

Mark Reilly, regional vice 
president of JumpStart said, of 
President Trump’s budget pro- 
posal: “It proposes a $54 billion 
increase in defense spending and 
deep cuts to a wide range of pro- 
grams ... President Trump’s new 
budget would completely cut 
funding for the programs and 
with it, hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in college funding that 
AmeriCorps’ provides to volun- 
teers would disappear.” 

Naila Bolus, CEO and pres- 
ident of JumpStart said, “With- 
out critical funding from Amer- 
iCorps, JumpStart would be at 
risk of having to reduce service 
by nearly half. This would direct- 
ly impact nearly 5,000 children 
per year across the country and 
would potentially eliminate valu- 
able workforce experience for 
thousands of volunteers.” 

Chandonnet, said, “Right now, 
the National Board members are 
doing everything they can with 
their networks. They are contact- 
ing their members of Congress 
and their states. Mare and Naila 
are doing everything they can and 
sharing the JumpStart story. The 
final decisions on how many pro- 
grams will be able to be run will 
not be known until June” 


Haverhill 


Earn Your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill.” 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held this Summer at Northern 
Essex Community College in Haverhill. Summer courses run from June 19 to August 10 in Haverhill. 


¢ Criminal Profiling 


¢ Community-Based Corrections 
© Gender, Race and Crime 

¢ Financial Management 

¢ Investment and Portfolio 


Analysis 


¢ Sales and Customer Relations 
¢ Global Marketing 
e Managerial Decision Making 


Relations 


QUESTIONS? , 
Call 978-934-2474 


*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 
UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth. 


¢ Dynamics of Interpersonal 


Autism 


VISIT US ONLINE 


¢ Psychology and Women 
¢ Health Psychology 
¢ Seminar in Clinical Psychology: 


continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 
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Come play some air hockey! 


By Travis BARRETT 
Sports Editor 


Rec- room receives new 
equipment in recent weeks 

The NECC Sports and Fitness 
center has added a new addition 
to its recreational area, bringing 
in an air hockey table. 

It was ordered right before 
spring break and was set up and 
ready to go last week. It took a 
few days for the hockey table to 
be up and running because of a 
missing part the table needed to 
operate but since then it’s been 
right as rain in the air hockey 
world. 

To play, it only costs the par- 
ticipants a small fee of 50 cents 
for a match to seven points. So 
you don’t have to break the bank 
to enjoy a few games with some 
friends. 

The table itself is used and 
cost, “a lot of money,” accord- 
ing to Maureen Saliba, who’s the 
assistant athletics director and is 


UFC 210 


By KyLe Woop 
Correspondent 


NECC draws excitement from 
students for upcoming event 

On Saturday, April 8 at UFC 
210, Daniel Cormier will look 
to defend his Light Heavyweight 
title against Anthony “Rumble” 
Johnson, the man he defeated just 
under two year’s ago to capture 
the belt. 

While Cormier did win the 
first fight, some NECC students 
feel that the tides have turned and 
there will be a new champ come 
Saturday night. 

Flashback to April of 2015, 
where then champion Jon Jones 
was scheduled to fight Johnson at 
UFC 187 for the belt. 

However after getting in a hit 
and run, Jones, who has a histo- 
ry of violations with the UFC, 
was stripped of his Light Heavy- 
weight title. 
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Photo by Travis Barrett 
Air hockey Fast Track score board above table 


also in charge of the recreational 
area from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. 

She’s excited for the new ad- 
dition and for students to take 
advantage of some of their free 
time playing some air hockey. 

Matt Day, a third year civ- 
il engineer major student, said, 
“Tt’s really fun, but it’s just really 
noisy.” 

Day is correct when he says 
it’s loud; from personal expe- 
rience it’s very noisy. If you’re 
looking for a quiet space you may 
want to choose another location 
or throw some headphones in. 

Some students haven’t had the 
best luck playing air hockey. 

Ernie Ewusi, who’s a radiolo- 
gy major said, “I lost two games 
in a row, but it’s good.” If you’re 
not the best don’t worry about it, 


just go down and have some fun 


with friends. 

You can go in and play during 
recreational hours anytime be- 
tween 10 a.m and | p.m. 


} P 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo by Travis Barrett 


Photo courtesy of Sue MacAvoy 


New Fast Track air hockey table added to Sports and Fitness building 


features a championship rematch 


With this news also came a 
new fight announcement, John- 
son would now fight Cormier 
for the vacant title at UFC 187. 
This meant that Cormier would 
only have two and a half weeks 


“When the fight got announced 
I immediately got nervous for 
Cormier because he just didn’t 
have a ton of time to prepare and 
Anthony Johnson is an absolute 
murderer.” 
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Cormier already proved he can take John- 
son down and mentally break him. 
- Harrison Gigliotti 


a a 


to train and get prepared for his 
chance at securing the ever elud- 
ing belt, a tall task considering 
Johnson had dominated every 
man he had fought on his way to 
this title shot. 

First year business transfer 
major Simeon Ouellette had his 
doubts on Cormier’s chances 


On the night of UFC 187, 
Cormier and Johnson entered the 
octagon and at the sound of the 
bell the contest began. Johnson, 
who is known for being the hard- 
est hitter in the division, literally 
lifted Cormier off of his feet with 
a punch in the early stages of 
round one. 


Cormier was able to survive 
the initial onslaught and get John- 
son against the cage where he 
used his Olympic caliber wres- 
tling to wear on Johnson. Cormi- 
er was able to successfully utilize 
his wrestling talents in the second 
and third rounds and eventually 
was able to slip in a rear naked 
choke and capture the champion- 
ship belt. 

Fast forward to today where 
we are only three days away from 
the rematch. 

Since Johnson’s  devastat- 
ing loss at UFC 187, he has re- 
bounded with knockout victories 
against Jimi Manuwa, Ryan Bad- 
er, and Glover Teixeira who are 
all guys that are ranked in the top 
five of the division. 

Cormier on the other hand 
has successfully defended his ti- 
tle against Alexander Gustafsson 
and also defeated Anderson Silva 
at UFC 200. 


While some fans have ques- 
tioned if the rematch will be any 
different than the first fight, first 
year liberal arts major Stephen 
Jackson has no doubt Johnson 
will come out the victor this time. 

“Johnson has way too much 
power, we all saw how he 
launched Cormier into the air 
with a punch last time. Now that 
he’s fought him once he’!l make 
the proper adjustments and put 
out Cormier’s lights” Jackson 
said. 

Harrison Gigliotti on the other 
hand, a second year criminal jus- 
tice major, thinks the fight goes 
exactly the same as the first fight. 

“Cormier already proved he 
can take Johnson down and men- 
tally break him.” Gigliotti contin- 
ued, “Cormier is just too good of 
a wrestler and has such an insane 
mindset I have no doubt that he 
will defend his title once again.” 
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First track meet in three years 


By TRAVIS BARRETT 


Sports Editor 
e Knights traveled to 


Bridgewater State and 
UMASS Dartmouth for an 


invitational event. 

NECC Track and Field kicked 
off its first meet in three years on 
Saturday March 25 at an invita- 
tional event at Bridgewater State 
University. The team itself is 
composed of only three students 
but since this is the first team in 
three years it will take some time 
to build the program back up. 

Nolan Rice competed in the 
100 meter dash placing 39 out of 
57 with a time of 15.52 seconds. 
He also competed in the 200 me- 
ter dash finishing 46 out of 73 
with a time of 24.93 seconds. 

Clayton Bell finished 56 in 
the 100 meter dash with a time 
of 15.52 seconds and Ruben San- 
ta-Waldron finished 33 out of 43 
in the 5000 meter run with a time 
of 17:19.09 minutes. 

These stats reflect a new pro- 
gram getting to learn the in’s 
and out’s of Track and Field on a 
college level. There is a learning 
curve to this, even for the coach- 
es. 

Coach Nelson Desilvestre 
doesn’t “have many expectations 
this year,” just to, “go out and 
compete and have some fun along 
the way,” he said. The first meet 
was used as a learning tool to cre- 
ate a “baseline” for the athletes to 


see where they’re all at. 

Basically this gives the coach- 
es a good understanding of the 
athletes talents and where they 
have to improves throughout the 
season and after. All three ath- 
letes are freshmen so there’s time 
to build a solid core to grow the 
program. 

Goals will be placed for each 
athlete for them to accomplish 
by the end of the season. Desil- 
vestre is planning for a “positive 
experience,” so that athletes, “can 
spread the word so that next year 
our team will be larger and we 
can move forward to become a 
large prosperous team that has 
both men and women.” 

Along the way there will be 
plenty of learning from every- 
body, even the coach. This is his 
first year coaching a college team 
but he has over 20 years of expe- 
rience coaching track and field at 
a high school level. 

The Knights recently attended 
the University of Dartmouth on 
Sunday April 2 at the “Corsair” 
Classic Track and Field. Un- 
fortunately they were only able 
to have one athlete participate. 
Waldron ran the 5000 meter fin- 
ishing 26 out of 30 with a time 
of 17:59.05 minutes. Desilvestre 
said, “we didn’t have the best of 
days” at UMASS Dartmouth. 

The Knights will be attending 
the Regis College invitational 
this Friday at 4 p.m. 


NRE Sk aaa ou 
Spread the word so that next year our 
team will be larger and we can move 
forward 


- Nelson Desilvestre 
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NECC athlete #7 Nolan Rice finsing up his race at Bridge Water State University 


Softball ends and volleyball begins 


a TRAVIS BARRETT 
Sports Editor 


ECC softball unexpectedly 


The team already encoun- 
tered some bad luck when one of 
their athletes tore her LCL and 


gets canceled while volleyball had to have surgery done to fix 


practices starts 


NECC softball recently found 
out they would be able to have a 
season, than the rug was pulled 
out from underneath them at the 
last minute. 

The team was already low 
with athletes at only ten but over 
the past week some students 
were unable to retain their class- 
es for undisclosed reasons. So 
their eligibility to play was ter- 
minated unfortunately. 


the damage. 
On a lighter note volley- 
ball will begin practices every 
Monday and Wednesday during 
the month of April. A meet- 
ing for the program started on 
Thursday, March 30 to see how 
many participants they had lined 
up. If you missed the meeting 
don’t worry about it, you can 
still join. Just email head coach 
Monica Reum and she’ll get you 

set up. 

Reum is excited to begin 


her second season coaching 
for NECC. She seems to be in 
a more comfortable state since 
she has already completed one 
season. She learned so much 
on how and who to recruit from 
year one to year two. What helps 
the most is having more time as 
well as being able to spread her 
resources out to different high 
schools all over the area. 

With half the amount of girls 
returning from last years team 
they’re all hoping for an im- 
provement from last season. 

Hopefully they can earn their 
first win as a team this upcoming 
September. 


S OoL_wpo Sroonsor-: 


Race Location: 
FOO Elliott St., Haverhill, 


Race Time: 


SK Emtry Fee: 
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Powering Beene Protecting Tomorrow. 


Northern Essex Community College’s Haverhill Carmpus, 
KAM 


SK starts at 10 am. Fum Rum for children starts at 9 a_m. 


NECC student fee: $10 with a valid student ID. (Students 


must present their NECC ID at CheckK-im OM race Cay to receive their bib 
Murmberr. ifa valid student ID is Not SHOWN OM race day the participant 
will be Charged the difference between the student rate and the general 
rate.) General registration fee: S25. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more imformationm orto register, visit www-campusciassicSk.com 
or comtact Limdsay Graham at iqgrahamOomnecec-mass-edu.- 
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Red Sox opening day 
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CATCHER 
CRACKERJACKS 
DUSTINPEDROIA 
FENWAY 
GRANDSLAM 
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Film franchises trying to make a reboot 


Franchises like DC 
and Marvel trying to 


make a comeback 
By Jarep RICHARD 
Correspondent 

The art of film has existed 
for over a century and have most 
certainly come a very long way 
since they were first incepted all 
those decades ago. 

When films were first created, 
they were nothing more than just 
moving pictures (hence the title 
“movies”). 

Nowadays the film industry is 
one of the highest grossing indus- 
tries in the world, generating bil- 
lions of dollars annually. Almost 
every film nowadays in some way 
or another is a remake, reboot, se- 
quel, or is in some way connected 
te another film from before. 

| A big thing that many film 
makers will do today is create a 
franchise out of a popular proper- 
ty and try to expand it into a cine- 
matic universe. 

A great, and well executed, ex- 


They may be good 


ample of a successful cinematic 
universe can be seen in Marvel’s 
cinematic universe that has creat- 
ed some truly great films such as 
Thor and Captain America: The 
Winter Solider. 

Both were a critical and com- 
mercial success. However while 
Marvel may be on fire, other fran- 
chises haven’t been hitting it off 
as well. 

DC, whom of which are try- 
ing desperately to imitate Marvel 
with films. Man of Steel and Sui- 
cide Squad both failed to reach 
both critical and commercial rec- 
ognition compared to Marvel. 

It has also been announced 
that the recent Godzilla and King 
Kong films will share the same 
universe and eventually the two 
titans will clash on screen in 
2020, and the classic universal 
monsters will be also getting their 
own cinematic universe starting 
this summer with the release of 
the Mummy reboot starring Tom 
Cruise. 

It seems like everything nowa- 
days is becoming a franchise, but 


or bad. I think they 


have good intentions at first, but after a 
while they get off track. 
- Kris Wason, NECC Student 


—————— 


is that a bad thing? A 

few Northern Essex Students 
shared their opinions on how they 
feel about film franchises. 

Nolan Rice of NECC stated 
that he doesn’t participate in any 
of the Marvel films. 

“If everyone is going to see 
them, they should have high 
production values,” Rice said. 
Rice also stated the reason why 
he doesn’t like the Marvel fran- 
chise is on the fact that “they re- 
use tropes from before and it gets 
old.” 

Kris Wason of NECC feels 
indifferent to the fact that many 
films in this day and age are be- 
coming franchises and compared 
them to corporations. 

“They may be good or bad. I 
think they have good intentions at 
first, but after a while they get off 
track,” Wason said. 

Kirk Whelan, student of 
NECC, had stated that he isn’t re- 
ally a big fan of what franchises 
stand for. 

“In the nature of capitalism I 
believe that once you have a cap- 
tivated audience it makes market- 
ing easier. I see why franchises 
are made, but rarely do they pro- 
vide a unique experience.” Whel- 
an said. 


S Photo Courtesy 
Suicide Squad, one of the movies form 2016 that was tried 
to make a franchise. 


